
 

  

Art & Design Curriculum 

Overview Year 4 

Creating Mosaics 
Children will start the term gaining 

knowledge and skills of how to make a 
mosaic, developing their own Awesome 

Authentic Creation! Children will 
explore how mosaics were used in the 
past (linking to their History learning 
based on the Romans) and compare 
them to how they used now, thinking 
about the style and influences of the 
time period and culture. They will 

explore different patterns; investigate 
how materials can be manipulated for 
effect and the impact this can have 

on their artwork. Children will develop 
ideas and processes of making a 

mosaic through sketches, mood boards, 
comparing methods and approaches 
used in their own and other artists’ 

work. Children will investigate the work 
of artists Surat and Matisse to inspire, 

compare, evaluate in supporting the 
creations of their own mosaic.  

 

Castles, Architects and Designers!  

In this unit children will explore art for public buildings and 
spaces. They will investigate how shape, form, colour and 

pattern can be used for effect. Children will create pictures 
for our local environment, a marquette and a model 
building upon their sculpting skills from years 1 and 2.  
They will imagine they are Amazing Architects when 

exploring and designing aspects of buildings investigating key 
features and styles. The children will then design a castle 
sculpture and make this using paper and clay – putting 

their developed sculpting techniques into action!     
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Chinese Sculpture and Pottery  
Children will predominantly explore ancient and modern Chinese 

art, sculpture and pottery within the Chinese culture, linking their 
learning to The Shang Dynasty, in History. They will investigate 
carvings and pottery made from materials: jade, bronze, oracle 
bone and fine clay. Children will explore how archaeologists dig 
deep to find, preserve and display original Chinese artefacts 

examining the styles, patterns and techniques used in the past. 
Children will also compare this to modern Chinese art, making 

comparisons and evaluating. With this knowledge, children will use 
their skills to create their own Chinese inspired pottery based on 
the specific design, colours and processes explored within this unit.  

 




